CLAIMS 

WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method for ranking and displaying search results, comprising: 
receiving a search query; 

performing a search, using the query, to identify merchants relating to the query; 
obtaining results of the search including the identified merchants; 
ranking the results based upon activity relating to the identified merchants; and 
displaying the results based upon the ranking. 

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the receiving step includes receiving the query 
transmitted from an affiliate network site. 

3 . The method of claim 2 wherein the receiving step includes receiving an 
identification of the affiliate network site with the query. 

4. The method of claim 3, further including storing an indication of the affiliate 
network site associated with information relating to the query. 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the performing step includes searching one or 
more databases specifying identifications of selected merchants. 



6. The method of claim 5 wherein the performing step includes identifying 
merchants offering goods or services relating to the search query. 

7. The method of claim 1 wherein the ranking step includes determining for the 
merchants commissions paid based upon a cost-per-action ratio. 

8. The method of claim 7 wherein the displaying step includes displaying 
identifications of the merchants in decreasing order of the commissions paid. 

9. The method of claim 1 wherein the ranking step includes determining for the 
merchants commissions paid based upon a cost-per-click ratio. 

10. The method of claim 5 wherein the ranking step includes determining which one 
of the databases was a source for the identified merchants and ranking the merchants 
based upon the determined source databases. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein the displaying step includes displaying an 
identification of the merchants linked with network addresses for the merchants. 

1 2. The method of claim 1 , further including: 

receiving from a user selection of an identified merchant within the displayed 
results; and 

transferring the user's network connection to the selected merchant's network site. 
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1 3 . The method of claim 1 2, further including associating an identification of the 
selected merchant with the query and storing the identification and the associated query. 

14. The method of claim 12, further including recording an indication of the selected 
merchant. 

15. The method of claim 1 2, further including recording an indication of a purchase 
made through the selected merchant's network site. 

16. The method of claim 5, further including retrieving information from the 
databases for use in performing the ranking. 

17. The method of claim 2, further including recording an indication of a commission 
for the affiliate network site based upon a purchase made through the search. 

18. The method of claim 1 7 wherein the recording step includes recording as the 
commission a percentage of an amount for the purchase. 

19. The method of claim 18 wherein the recording step includes selecting a value of 
the percentage based upon the search query. 
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20. The method of claim 2, further including recording an indication of a commission 
for the affiliate network site based upon merchants accessed through the search. 

2 1 . The method of claim 20 wherein the recording step includes recording as the 
commission a percentage of revenue corresponding to the access and determining the 
percentage based upon another type of commission. 

22. The method of claim 2, further including recording an indication of a commission 
for the affiliate network site based upon the search query. 

23 . The method of claim 2 wherein the receiving step includes receiving the query as 
entered into a search section on the affiliate network site, the search section having a 
particular content related to the affiliate network site. 

24. A method for presenting a search section for use in searching and ranking 
merchants for display, comprising: 

displaying on an affiliate network site a search section having content relating to 
the affiliate network site and a section for receiving a search query; 

receiving from a user, via a network connection for the user, a submission of the 
search query entered into search section; and 

transferring the user's network connection and search query to a system server 
that performs searches to identify merchants relating to the search query and displays 
results of the searches ranked based upon activity relating to the identified merchants. 
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25. The method of claim 24 wherein the transferring step includes transmitting to the 
system server an identification of the affiliate network site. 

26. The method of claim 24 wherein the displaying step includes presenting within 
the search section text in a language relating to the affiliate network site. 

27. The method of claim 24 wherein the displaying step includes selecting for 
presentation a search section among a plurality of configured search sections based upon 
particular criteria. 

28. The method of claim 24 wherein the displaying step includes selecting a location 
for presentation of the search section within the affiliate network site based upon 
particular criteria. 

29. The method of claim 24, further including receiving an indication of a 
commission for the affiliate network site based upon on-line activity relating to purchases 
made by the user associated with transferring the user's connection. 

30. The method of claim 24, further including receiving an indication of a 
commission for the affiliate network site based upon on-line activity relating to 
merchants selected by the user associated with transferring the user's connection. 
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31. An apparatus for ranking and displaying search results, comprising: 
a receive module for receiving a search query; 

a perform module for performing a search, using the query, to identify merchants 
relating to the query; 

a results module for obtaining results of the search including the identified 
merchants; 

a ranking module for ranking the results based upon activity relating to the 
identified merchants; and 

a display module for displaying the results based upon the ranking. 

32. The apparatus of claim 3 1 wherein the receive module includes a module for 
receiving the query transmitted from an affiliate network site. 

3 3 . The apparatus of claim 32 wherein the receive module includes a module for 
receiving an identification of the affiliate network site with the query. 

34. The apparatus of claim 33, further including a module for storing an indication of 
the affiliate network site associated with information relating to the query. 

35. The apparatus of claim 31 wherein the perform module includes a module for 
searching one or more databases specifying identifications of selected merchants. 



49 



36. The apparatus of claim 35 wherein the perform module includes a module for 
identifying merchants offering goods or services relating to the search query. 

37. The apparatus of claim 3 1 wherein the ranking module includes a module for 
determining commissions paid based upon a cost-per-action ratio. 

38. The apparatus of claim 37 wherein the display module includes a module for 
displaying identifications of the merchants in decreasing order of the commissions paid. 

39. The apparatus of claim 3 1 wherein the ranking module includes a module for 
determining commissions paid based upon a cost-per-click ratio. 

40. The apparatus of claim 35 wherein the ranking module includes a module for 
determining which one of the databases was a source for the identified merchants and 
ranking the merchants based upon the determined source databases. 

41 . The apparatus of claim 3 1 wherein the display module includes a module for 
displaying an identification of the merchants linked with network addresses for the 
merchants. 

42. The apparatus of claim 3 1 , further including: 

a module for receiving from a user selection of an identified merchant within the 
displayed results; and 
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a module for transferring the user's network connection to the selected merchant's 
network site. 

43. The apparatus of claim 42, further including a module for associating an 
identification of the selected merchant with the query and storing the identification and 
the associated query. 

44. The apparatus of claim 42, further including a module for recording an indication 
of the selected merchant. 

45. The apparatus of claim 42, further including a module for recording an indication 
of a purchase made through the selected merchant's network site. 

46. The apparatus of claim 45, further including a module for retrieving information 
from the databases for use in performing the ranking. 

47. The apparatus of claim 42, further including a module for recording an indication 
of a commission for the affiliate network site based upon a purchase made through the 
search. 

48. The apparatus of claim 47 wherein the recording module includes a module for 
recording as the commission a percentage of an amount for the purchase. 



49. The apparatus of claim 48 wherein the recording module includes a module for 
selecting a value of the percentage based upon the search query. 

50. The apparatus of claim 32, further including a module for recording an indication 
of a commission for the affiliate network site based upon merchants accessed through the 
search. 

51. The apparatus of claim 50 wherein the recording module includes a module for 
recording as the commission a percentage of revenue corresponding to the access and 
determining the percentage based upon another type of commission. 

52. The apparatus of claim 32, further including a module for recording an indication 
of a commission for the affiliate network site based upon the search query. 

53. The apparatus of claim 32 wherein the receive module includes a module for 
receiving the query as entered into a search section on the affiliate network site, the 
search section having a particular content related to the affiliate network site. 

54. An apparatus for presenting a search section for use in searching and ranking 
merchants for display, comprising: 

a display module for displaying on an affiliate network site a search section 
having content relating to the affiliate network site and a section for receiving a search 
query; 
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a receive module for receiving from a user, via a network connection for the user, 
a submission of the search query entered into search section; and 

a transfer module for transferring the user's network connection and search query 
to a system server that performs searches to identify merchants relating to the search 
query and displays results of the searches ranked hased upon activity relating to the 
identified merchants. 

55. The apparatus of claim 54 wherein the transfer module includes a module for 
transmitting to the system server an identification of the affiliate network site. 

56. The apparatus of claim 54 wherein the display module includes a module for 
presenting within the search section text in a language relating to the affiliate network 
site. 

57. The apparatus of claim 54 wherein the display module includes a module for 
selecting for presentation a search section among a plurality of configured search sections 
based upon particular criteria. 

58. The apparatus of claim 54 wherein the display module includes a module for 
selecting a location for presentation of the search section within the affiliate network site 
based upon particular criteria. 
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59. The apparatus of claim 54, further including a module for receiving an indication 
of a commission for the affiliate network site based upon on-line activity relating to 
purchases made by the user associated with transferring the user's connection. 

60. The apparatus of claim 54, further including a module for receiving an indication 
of a commission for the affiliate network site based upon on-line activity relating to 
merchants selected by the user associated with transferring the user's connection. 

61. A screen for use in electronically displaying a search section for use in receiving a 
search query and linking with a system server that performs searches, comprising: 

a screen representing an affiliate network site for display on a display device; and 
a search section in the screen having content relating to the affiliate network site 
and having a section for receiving a search query from a user via a network connection, 
wherein the search section includes an associated electronic link with a system 
server that performs searches to identify merchants relating to the search query and 
displays results of the searches ranked based upon activity relating to the identified 
merchants, and wherein electronic link is used to transfer the user's network connection 
and search query to the system server. 

62. The screen of claim 61 wherein the search section includes text in a language 
relating to the affiliate network site. 
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63. The screen of claim 61 wherein the search section is presented within a location in 
the screen based upon particular criteria. 

64. The screen of claim 61 wherein the electronic link includes an embedded network 
address for the system server. 
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